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not allow her to array herself against the Divine 
Will, by seeking to alleviate what It sanctions. She 
keeps as many of the written Gbmmandments as con- 
venient for the love of God, and yiolates the unwrit- 
ten ones for the love of herself. She is a regular 
attendant at church when the weather is fair, and 
her newest gown is calculated to excite the envy of 
her neighbors. She believes in the sacred ness of 
the Sabbath ; for, on that day, no rude and clumsy 
_^^ehicles interfere with the smooth rolling and steady 
progress of her elegant equipage, and the compara- 
tive desertion of the streets reveals her shining 
glories all the more fully to the better class who 
chance to be abroad. 

In the imposing edifice she kneels in an attitude 
she has practiced for months, and thinks that, if 
God sees her. He must approve of the magnificence 
of her pose. She prays put of the ritual — having no 
language in which to ask for the forgiveness of sins 
she could never have committed. She communes 
with herself, and finds her life so superbly faultless 
that she questions whether the restraints of religion 
were designed for the best circles, of which she is 
the center and saint. She is confident that the 
Lord loves her, for he could hardly do otherwise, 
since she has no special fault to find with the Lord, 
and regards Him, on the whole, as conducive to the 
loftiests interests, of the most exclusive society. She 
is indifferent to the sermon ; for, knowing the exact 
salary of the clergyman, she considers it his duty to 
write as well as he can, and to avoid giving offense 
to a generous and drowsy congregation. Fearful 
she may become fanatical in her pious zeal, she di- 
rects her thoughts, during much of the service, to the 
contents of her wardrobe and the arrangements for 
her next reception. She is not altogether satisfied 
with the fit of her glove ; and, conscious that Alex- 
andre made it, she thinks that Courvoirsier's chances 
for salvation are infinitely better. 

Very charitable is the daughter of Japonica, when 
charity is properly regulated by the action of her 
set, and the certainty of public announcement. To 
give privately is to encourage pauperism and to 
restrict the privilege of fashion. Only those are de- 
serving who can appreciate the magnanimity of the 
rich in condescending to think of the poor. And 
blest with such 'grace, they need little which wealth 
can give, and they get it. 

The camellia woman has many friends — as she un- 
derstands friendship. They dress well ; have good 
manners ; do not utter unpleasant truths^ and de- 
clare her charming. Her life is a soft round of 
elegant monotony, and each day is pleasant and in- 
sipid as every other day. Hatred finds no place in 
her heart; for where love has never been, hatred 
cannot dwell. Her wide circle of acquaintances 
sound her praises far and near, and she accepts her 
adulation as her deserving and her right. In the 
path she has chosen she is firmly supported, as she 
walks with fashion on one side and selfishness on 
the other. She may have peccadillos of her own, 
and, if she is too lenient to them, she makes amends 
by her merciless judgment of others. She believes 
it sweet to sin sometimes for the sake of repenting, 
and sweet to repent for the sake of sinning. She 
feels, bound to be guilty of a few transgressions to 
prove she is mortal, and to support the doctrines of 
the Scriptures. 

She, of the camellias, seems all that the flowers are, 
but she is really much less. She is handsome and 
cold and odorless as they ; but they are as Nature 
made them, and she is as Nature made her not. She 
may impose all her life upon the shallow and the 
superficial among whom she is thrown ; but to those 
whose judgment is clear, and whose opinion is worth 
having, she is a mere reflex of conventional hypo- 
crisy and heartless egotism. She never lifts the 
smallest of burthens from her fellows ; never feels 
another's woe ; never sympathises with aught that is 
lofty, generous or self-sacrificing ; never makes the 
world better or nobler for her being. Form and 
fashion claim and hold her; and, until her latest 
breath, she dwells under the glass and in the artificial 
warmth wherein she was reared. The camellia, that 
typifies her, might teach her a valuable lesson ; for 
it at least does its best to be beautiful. She is fair, 
and graceful, and rich ; but she is perfumeless as the 
withered leaf, disappointing as the grave, iand love- 
less as despair. Touch her, and she will chill ; 
pluck her, and she will repel ; wear her, and she will 
destroy. 

Benefits please, like flowers, while they are fresh. 



tnjS beach of rock away. 

On old Long Island's sea girt shore, 
Many an hour I've whiled away, 

List'ning to the breakers roar, 
That wash the beach of Rockaway. 

Transfix'd I've stood while Nature's lyre, 
In one harmonious concert broke, 

And catching its Promethean fire. 

My inmost soul to rapture woke. 

f' 

Oh, how delightful 'tis to stroll 

Where murm'ring winds and waters meet, 
Marking the billows as they roll 

And break resistless at your feet ; 
To watch young Iris, as she dips 

Her mantle in the sparkling dew. 
And chas'd by Sol, away she trips ! 
. O'er the horizon's quiv'ring blue. 

To hear the startling night-winds sigli, 

As dreamy twilight lulls to sleep ; 
While the pale moon reflects from high. 

Her image in the mighty deep ; 
Majestic scene where nature dwells, 

Profound in everlasting love, 
While her unmeasured music swells. 

The vaulted firmament above. 



THE WEASEL. 



The weasel is the imp of the forest, the cruel and 
sly enemy of the birds, and the perpetual disturber 
of domestic felicity of the more peaceful and weaker 
animals. Watch it as it glides out of its home among 
the rocks (see illustration on page 158), twisting 
its long, slender' body through crevices and under 
low bushes, with all the skill and cunning of the fox 
combined with the low gliding motion of the ser- 
pent. How eagerly does it watch for prey, this little 
tiny creature, in whose small brains are gathered 
such a large stock of murderous intentions, backed 
by the courage of a giant. With eyes shining and 
steady, tiny ears erect and on the alert for the 
slightest rustle among the leaves, and the little tail, 
scarcely two inches long, quivering with droll ex- 
pectancy, it crouches in some leafy covert and 
awaits its moment. Now a bird alights on a bush 
near at hand, picking berries for its morning meal. 
Quick as an arrow the weasel is upon it. But this 
time it is a miss, the bird soars away, leaving only a 
feather or two in the grasp of its enemy. Excited 
by this ignominious failure, the weasel glides about 
here and there among the bushes with all the light- 
ness of the morning wind. Now it pushes its little 
nose into a mouse-hole ; now it listens attentively at 
the entrance to a mole- hill, next the ants' nests 
attract its attention. What a powerful illustration 
is this little creature of the wondrous instincts of the 
animal creation, the unconscious combination of 
will and action which enables these small inhabitants 
of the wild woods, so perfectly to fulfil all the func- 
tions of their nature. Their thoughts are deeds — at 
once, too — and when the weasel crouches and waits 
by the mole-hill, it becomes, for the instant, simply 
a mole-trap— every power of its little brain and 
body being concentrated on that one object alone. 

Suddenly a slight rustling is heard among the 
leaves and the ears and eyes of two little rabbits 
peer out cautiously from a thicket. The weasel has 
vanished frojn sight; and, enticed by the apparent 
security, the small pair scamper through the grass 
toward a bunch of clover. Contentedly nipping the 
leaves" fresh with dew, they little suspect the danger 
which is drawing near. The weasel, who has quietly 
concealed itself under a bush, now stretches up its 
long, slender neck, and gazes intently on the tempt- 
ing sight. Stealthily it twists its lithe little body 
through the iinderbrush towards the victims. The 
rabbits quietly munch their breakfast, their long 
ears falling gracefully and carelessly, a sure sign that 
they feel confident of their security. But, suddenly, 
one of the rabbits pricks up its ears and sniflfs the 
air. Something has aroused suspicion. There is 
danger near; and, quick as a flash, it turns and 
vanishes among the leaves. But, before its scared 
companion can follow, the weasel has made the fatal 
spring, and landed like a little red ball on the neck 
of its prey. The poor rabbit may scamper away as 
fast as it can, but the weasel clings tenaciously and 
soon sucks away its life-blood, through the small 
incision which its sharp teeth make in the veins of 
the neck. 

The weasel is a great lover of fresh, warm bloody 
and will often attack animals much. larger than it- 
self, fastening about the throat and sucking the 
blood until the animal becomes exhausted. 



It is no burrower, and prefers to make its home 
among the crevices of some ledge, or in cavities 
under the spreading roots of trees. Here it houses 
its little family of yp^ung ones, bringing home birds 
and small prey for their food. As the mothef^r^turns 
from her morning forage, dragging, perhaps, some 
unfortunate sparrow, she calls her young ones, with 
a low grunting sound, and from the holes in the 
rocks at once peep up a half-dozen little heads, min- 
iature copies of the old one, and the sparrow is 
eagerly seized and torn in pieces by the murderous 
little, tribe. 

The weasel's sharp scent enables it to be a keen 
hunter, and a most formidable enemy of rats and 
mice. On this account, it- is a useful inhabitant of 
barns and corn-houses ; for, although it may some- 
times seize a chicken, or suck an ^^g^ it always bal- 
ances accounts by clearing the premises of trouble- 
some occupants. 



A CORINTHIAN CUSTOM. ^^ 

'■ W. F. ALLEN. 

When Christianity was first introduced into Cor- 
inthia, it was gladly received by the peasants, but 
the nobles despised it as a low and ignoble super- 
stition. The duke, therefore — Ingewo, who held his 
office at the hands of Charlemagjne, and was himself 
a devout Christian — bethought him to give the 
haughty nobles a lesson. He made a great banquet, 
and invited to it poor and rich, high and low alike. 
But the Christians alone sat at the table of their 
prince, and were well and sumptuously feasted.; while 
the heathen were left in the open air, and fed with 
tainted meat and.drank sour wme. So it came to pass 
that it was the nobles that had to put up with this 
sorry fare, while the despised peasants were well 
served in the duke's presence. They must have been 
of a more docile make than most of their class, how- 
ever, for this contemptuous treatment, aided by the 
eloquence and arguments of the Archbishop of Salz- 
burg, converted them into zealous followers of 
Christ. This was the treatment, they were told 
which awaited them, on the Day of Judgment ; while 
believers, however lowly, would sit with Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, at the marriage-feast of the Lamb. 
In recognition, therefore, of the great good which 
the example of the peasants had wrought, in thus 
bringing their nobles to reason^ the following cus- 
tom was established. The custom, was a real one, 
whatever we may think of its alleged origin : 

Whenever a duke was to be installed in Corinthia, 
he went on foot, in peasant's clothes, with a shep- 
herd's staff in hand, attended by a black ox upon his 
left, and a lean horse upon his right, to a stone called 
the " Prince's Stone,'* about a mile from Klagenfurt. 
Here sat a peasant — it was the hereditary right of a 
particular family to take part in the drama — and, as 
the new prince drew near, followed by a crowd of the 
people, he asked : " Who is it that comes here with 
such a lordly step .^ " Then th« people answered: 
"The prince of the land comes." "Is he alsd," he 
asked, " a righteous judge, a furtherer oflhe welfare 
of our land, and of our free possessions.^ Is he also 
a protector of the Christian, faith, and of widows and 
orphans } " '* Yes," was the answer, ** he is, and shall 
be." Then the new prince promised the peasants 
that he would not be ashamed to plough with such 
cattle. And the peasant asked again : " How shall I 
be brought from this place ? " The Count of GQrtz, 
hereditary Count Palatine, answered for the prince : 
" We will buy you off with sixty pence ; the ox and 
the horse shall be yours, you shall have the gar- 
ments of the prince, and your house shall be free and 
never taxed." At this, the peasant rose and gave the 
prince a mighty blow on the ear with the left hand ; 
the prince took his seat upon the stone, swore to 
observe the liberties of his subjects, and began to 
administer his office. 

As long as the pri-nce sat upon the stone, the 
Gradneckers had a right to mow grass wherever they 
liked, and the Portendorffers to burn and destroy at 
will ; and when the family of the Portendorffers be- 
came extinct, this desirable privilege passed to the 
Mordaxen. This singular right reminds one of a 
custom in another Slavonic country : When the 
dukes of Bohemia began to be summoned to ap- 
pear at the diets of the empire, in the nth cen- 
tury, they obtained, as a privilige to counterbalance 
this burdensome duty, the right to signalize their 
approach by burning a few villages. This, they 
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thought, would not make the emperor less strenuous 
to require their attendance. 

This curious ceremony, in the installation of the 
Corinthian dukes, continued to be practised until 
the time of Duke Ernest in 1414. 



THE RUINS OF WEISSENAU, 

These picturesque remains of ancient splendor 
are situated on the Lake of Thun, near the point 
where the River Aar, the receptacle of the waters 
from many melting glaciers, empties itself into the 
lake. 

A more entrancing prospect, for the lovers of 
nature, than that afforded by the ruin and its sur- 
roundings, could not well be imagined ; the gray, 
crumbling old walls, overrun with vines; the pure, 



gone as usual to the church at Untersee, the ser- 
vants left behind, to guard the castle, were surprised 
to see a mounted band of a dozen armed men before 
the gate, demanding entrance in the name of Weis- 
senau. Their story was, that the baron had been at- 
tacked in the forest, and was in full flight towards 
the castle, they having rode ahead to open the gates 
for his entrance. The aff"righted servants threw down 
the drawbridge, and the party rushed in, closely fol- 
lowed, however, by a hundred of their companions, 
who were secreted near by under cover of the forest. 
To kill the servants, and plunder and set fire to the 
castle, was short work ; and soon nothing remained 
but blackened and smoking ruins. 

Word was carried to the baron, as he knelt in 
church. He mounted his horse and rode madly into 
the forest, and was never seen again. The simple 



by a series of stepping-stones, each of which will 
present itself more readily in future, and with less 
chance of interruption by the suggestions of con- 
science than before. But should these suggestions be 
admitted, and prevail, then, on the principle of asso- 
ciation, will they be all the more apt to intervene, 
on the repetition of the same circumstances, and again 
break that line of continuity, which, but for this in- 
tervention, would have led, from a temptation, to 
a turpitude or a crime. If, on the occurrence of a 
temptation, formerly conscience did interpose, and 
represent the evil of a compliance, and so impress 
the man with a sense of obligation, as led him to 
dismiss the fascinating object from the presence of 
his mind, or to hurry away from it ; the likelihood 
is, that the recurrence of a similar temptation will 
suggest the same train of thoughts and feelings, and 




AFTER THE MASQUERADE.— Ramsthal. 



sparkling water of the lake ; the clustering roofs of 
the little village of Untersee ; the spires of Inter- 
laken in the distance ; and, rising grandly above 
all, the magnificent background of the mountains. 

Like that of so many old European ruins, the story 
of Weissenau is not written on the pages of history, 
but about its fallen battlements hangs the witchery 
of popular legend. 

It is said that, centuries ago, there lived a stern 
and hard-hearted man — the last Baron of Weissenau.^ 
With a heavy hand he levied taxes on all the sur- 
rounding country, and made his name a terror in the 
land. On Sundays, when the church bells of Un- 
tersee rang the call to prayer, he left his stronghold, 
and rode to the service accompanied by a proud 
retinue of knights and fair ladies, but neither the 
prayers of the priests nor the suffering condition of 
the people served to move the heart of this sinner 
against God and man. 

It was impossible, even in those days, that such a 
state of things could continue for any length of 
time. On one Sunday morning, when the baron had 



country folks believe that m the depth of night, 
when storms are abroad, he still rushes to and fro 
on the shore of the lake, bewailing his sudden fall ; 
while in the white mists, which rise and creep about 
the ruined towers, are seen the unhappy spirits of 
the servants, doomed to guard perpetually what they 
once delivered up into the hands of the enemy. 



Power of Habit. — That balancing moment, at 
which pleasure would allure, and conscience is urg- 
ing us to refrain, may be regarded as the point of 
departure, or divergency, whence one or other of the 
two processes (towards evil, or towards good) take 
their commencement. Each of them consists m a 
particular succession of ideas, with their attendant 
feelings ; and whichever of them may happen to be 
described once, has, by the law of suggestion, the 
greater chance, in the same circumstances, of being 
described over again. Should the mind dwell on an 
object of allurement, and the considerations of prin- 
ciple not be entertained, it will pass onward from the 
first incitement to the final and guilty indulgence. 



lead to the same beneficial result ; and this is a like- 
lihood ever increasing with every repetition of the 
process. The thoughts which awaken emotions and 
purposes on the side of duty, find readier entrance 
into the mind ; and the thoughts which awaken and 
urge forward the desire of what is evil, more readily 
give way. The positive force on the side of virtue 
is augmented, by every repetition of the train which 
leads to a virtuous determination. The resisl:ance 
to this force, on the side of vice, is weakened in pro- 
portion to the frequency wherewith that train of 
suggestions, which would have led to a vicious in- 
dulgence, is broken and discomfited. It is thus that, 
when one is successfully resolute in his opposition 
to evil, the power of making the achievement and 
the facility of the achievement itself, are both upon 
the increase, and Virtue makes double gam to herself 
by every separate conquest which she may have won. 
The humbler attainments of moral worth are first 
mastered and secured, and the aspiring disciple may 
pass onward, in a career that is quite indefinite, to 
nobler deeds and nobler sacrifices. — Chalmers. • 



